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Sister Act

The Broadway adaptation of a
Disney classic is supercalifragil—
well, you get the picture.
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E/RS discusses sustainability
By Rebecca Bayens
Staff Writer

Three farmers had “an informal conversation” as the latest
part of Xavier University’s Ethics/
Religion and Society Program lecture series on Sunday, April 11.
Wendell Berry, Wes Jackson
and Gene Logsdon gathered in
front of a crowd of 2,500 at Cintas
Center in order to discuss ecology,
sustainability and agriculture.
The lecture, which was presented in a town hall meeting style,
included discussions about issues
such as a possible revolution in
agriculture and current criticism
of agricultural industrialization.
Audience members addressed
topics including agricultural
growth, urbanization and sustainability and organic farming.
Each man drew on personal
experience with these issues as a
focus on agriculture is a part of
their everyday lives.
Berry, a Kentucky native, has
written approximately 40 novels,
essays and poetry that offer evaluations of modern agriculture.
Jackson, Co-Founder and
President of the Land Institute in
Salina, Kan., researches alternatives to the current practices of
growing one annual crop on land.
Logsdon, an Ohio farmer,
writes about alternative agricultural
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Online housing
excludes some
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practices, such as organic farming,
homesteading and composting.
“The goal was to get three wise,
older men who have been friends
and colleagues in calling for a different agrarian vision to discuss
with each other some of what is
important to them,” E/RS co-director and history professor Dr.
Kathleen Smythe said. “I thought
the conversation was a great lesson in civil discourse and a testament to the strength of human
connections.”
Throughout the program,
Jackson especially noted the fact
that certain kinds of agriculture
destroy nature. Thus, if humans
want to reverse the damage they
have done in the agricultural
realm, they must have a different
understanding of nature itself.
“We’ve screwed up a whole
continent [North America],” he

By Jake Heath
Staff Writer
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Always Online:

Wendell Berry, Wes Jackson and Gene Longsdon discussed ecology,
sustainability and agriculture in front of 2,500 people on April 11.

said. “In order to save the soils
and the waters it requires a different way of thinking than the
past.”
Berry advocated for a simpler
way of life, where humans do not
unnecessarily exploit the earth.
“The industrialization of agriculture, replace[s] and displace[s]
human workers with technology
to make [farming] cheaper,” Berry
said. “That’s the replacing of creature-based culture with machinebased culture.”
Logsdon also addressed sustainable urban agriculture. He
shared his support of a possible
program in Detroit that will demolish abandoned buildings in the
city and plant gardens on those
city lots.

Continued on page 2

Business looking sunny

Chatting on his Blackberry
with a local business partner,
Xavier student and owner of XRay Tanning Alex La Prade greets
customers with an enthusiastic
handshake.
“Sorry, I have many businesses
to watch over.”
La Prade, a junior, opened XRay Tanning on Feb. 12, hoping to
add another company to his belt.
With a high school coffee
shop, TMG record label and
Desiar Eyewear, La Prade expects
to make X-Ray Tanning his fourth
functioning business.
X-Ray Tanning is doing well at
it’s location just off campus, next
to Betta’s Italian Oven at 3758
Montgomery Ave.
“We’ve turned a profit so far,
which is not always the case for
beginning businesses,” La Prade
said.
To La Prade’s surprise, business continues to speed up with
the spring weather.
Around 100 customers per
weekday came through during the
winter, La Prade said, but many
find the need to tan in preparation
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Dancing on the roof

Jocelyn Taylor catches up with
tennis sisters junior Christie and
freshman Katie Pleiman.
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Junior Alex La Prade’s owns X-Ray
Tanning, just off campus.

for the summer heat, as locals and
students flock to X-Ray Tanning.
“I actually plan on staying open
during the summer because of all
the local business that we are receiving,” La Prade said.
X-Ray Tanning plans to stay
open year-round, although hours
will vary according to season,
likely being reduced in the summer because most of the business
comes from students.
Opening the tanning salon
came with a lot of red tape for
La Prade, including issues with
J
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the Ohio state regulations and
the Hamilton County Inspection
Bureau.
“I would never have believed
anyone if they told me that the
biggest problem I would have
would be the power inspections,”
La Prade said.
Issues included power strip locations, light bulb percentages and
even towel folding techniques.
Future issues appear to be unfolding, as well.
The new health care bill signed
by President Obama will include
a new 10 percent sales tax on tanning that will potentially increase
X-Ray Tanning’s prices.
Despite future hurdles, La
Prade is confident in his business
with Xavier so close by.
Landlord Will DeLuca, owner
of Betta’s, provides a location
close to campus, as well as a convenient renting cost.
“His participation really worked
out. Areas by Kroger were far away
and cost nearly double what I was
offered here,” La Prade said.
La Prade also is hopeful to fare
better than previous businesses
at the same location, which included a jewelry store and a tax
consultant.
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The Village will feature rooms with triples in 2010-11.

By John shroeck
Staff Writer
Many upperclassmen are familiar with the tedious housing
process, waiting in line outside of
Kelley Auditorium in the middle
of the day. This year, the housing
process was moved online, and it
went off without a hitch.
“We were very pleased with
how well it went, and I think
the students liked it,” Director
of Residence Life Lori Lambert
said. “We were a little nervous,
but I think it went very well, and
I didn’t hear any complaints from
students.”
While the new online housing process was a hit, many upperclassmen were left without a
room.
“We had 74 spaces available
for juniors and seniors for the
open sign-up,” Lambert said.
“Unfortunately, this is about 150
spaces less than we normally have
for upperclassmen.”
Residence Life made efforts to
maximize housing space to accommodate upperclassmen wishing to
remain on campus, but with limited room to work with, Lambert
said there is only so much that can
be done.
“We used a number of strategies to try to maximize space for
upperclassmen. For example, we
approved 120 current first year
students to live off-campus,”
Lambert said.
While all of the Commons and
the four-bedroom apartments of
the Village are typically reserved
for juniors and seniors, next year
the buildings will house sophomores as well.
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In further efforts to expand
capacity, the sophomore-occupied
apartments will hold more than in
previous years with the utilization
of bunked beds in some of the
bedrooms.
“The four-bedroom apartments in the Village will be occupied by five people,” Lambert
said. “As for the Commons, six
occupants will reside in each fourbedroom apartment.”
Upperclassmen living in the
Commons and Village apartments
will not be affected by these capacity expansions.
For current underclassmen,
there may be opportunities for
living on-campus once they reach
their junior and senior years. The
residence hall currently under construction at the corners of Herald
and Ledgewood Avenues is estimated to house approximately
525 students, which will drastically
decrease the need for extra space.
“Once the new residence hall
is ready, we hope to open up the
Commons and Village back to the
upperclassmen,” Lambert said. “It
was really a goal of ours to get as
many upperclassmen on campus
as we could. We certainly wish we
had more space to house everyone
who wants to live on campus,” she
said.
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Relay for Life kicks

Relay organizers
Teams raise money for the fight against cancer share their stories
By Molly Boes
Staff Writer

By Madeline Lafave &

This week, 36 teams consisting
of 270 Xavier students will unite
under one common goal—raising
money for the American Cancer
Society.
In preceding weeks, the teams
participated in fundraisers including selling baked goods and
t-shirts and having sponsored
nights at Max and Erma’s, as well
as asking friends and families for
contributions.
Each team set individual goals,
generally around $1,000.
The Relay for Life event will
start at 3 p.m. on Friday, April 16
and last until 9 a.m. on Saturday,
April 17.
All of the teams camp out
on the greenspace overnight,
and each team is asked to have a
participant walking around the
greenspace throughout the event
to symbolize the idea that cancer
never sleeps.
On Friday and Saturday, Relay
for Life will continue several traditions including the Survivors’ Lap,
the Luminaria Ceremony and the
Fight Back Ceremony.
The Survivors’ Lap generally
opens the event and features cancer survivors and friends walking
the pathway around the camping
area.
The Luminaria Ceremony happens in the evening and includes

Jackie Hendrickson

Newswire file photo

Relay for Life participants walk through the night to raise money for the American
Cancer Society.

lighting luminaries in honor of
those people affected by cancer.
The third tradition, the Fight
Back Ceremony, gives the participants an opportunity to make
a commitment to fighting against

cancer.
Relay for Life kicks off at 3
p.m. on the greenspace with onsite fundraisers by each of the
teams, ranging from games to
food and anything in between.

-Paid Advertisement-

“What Does a Healthy Relationship
Look and Feel Like?”
Come to the LAST PIZZA SALON,
eat Dewey’s Pizza, and talk with your
peers about how to create a healthy
relationship and what it really looks
like. Several relationship experts will be
available to answer questions!
Tuesday, April 20
Gallagher Center Clock Tower Lounge
6-8pm
Reserve a space: RSVP to bestej@xavier.edu (If
you forget to RSVP, show up anyways and be
one of the first 50 students to get in!

Xavier’s chapter of Colleges
Against Cancer, comprised of
about 25 students, met every
Monday to share stories and support each other. These stories
inspire students to participate in
events such as Relay for Life to
raise money and awareness for the
fight against cancer. The Newswire
features one such story:
“When I say storm, I mean
hail, sirens, winds,” senior Brittany
Conley, said. “I was in charge of
the luminary service, and paper
lanterns with votive candles inside
were being blown around and setting everything on fire.”
Senior Brittany Conley’s father
was in remission from two bouts
of cancer fought during her childhood. However, he was diagnosed
with liver cancer just three months
prior to the Relay event that
Conley, now president of Xavier’s
Colleges Against Cancer, had
been planning at her high school
for each of the past three years.
“He had made his decision
on his own not to fight this time
and wasn’t going to tell anyone,”
Conley said. “He was just going
to let the cancer go.”
Conley’s father watched as she
and other participants struggled
to continue the event despite a severe storm.
Conley knew the event must
go on as the planning committee
and the mere four participants
who showed up were huddled
in a ticket booth on the school’s
football field, watching their setup
blow away in the wind and get
soaked by the rain.
“There was nothing we could

do about it,” she said.
When the storm began to blow
over, Conley and the crew worked
quickly, running around to salvage
and light the candles buried in waterlogged sand. “A lot of people
pitched in who weren’t part of the
committee,” Conley said.
After seeing his daughter’s
commitment to save the event despite the magnitude of the storm,
Conley’s father was motivated to
confront the disease.
“He specifically pointed out my
struggle with the luminaries and
said he was going to fight back
and started radiation,” she said. “I
guess it was just seeing everyone
work so hard.”
“It sucked, and it still sucks,”
senior Jen Coogan, vice president of CAC, said, referring to
the seven years her mom spent
fighting with breast cancer, which
eventually spread to her lungs and
bones.
Conley still watches her father
fight after being inspired by her
strength through the storm in
high school. He travels for work
Monday through Friday, and on
the weekends comes home and
undergoes treatment but has no
plans of giving up.
Coogan’s mother fought as
well, but was taken by the disease
on January 26 after battling breast,
lung and bone cancer on and off
for seven years.
Conley and Coogan were active in organizing Friday’s Relay
for Life event.
The group manages to find
hope in a disease that is not promising, making Relay for Life one
of the largest fundraising events
in history.

2009 WCB graduates see
56 percent employment
More undergrads tend to grad school
By Andrew Chestnut
Managing Editor
Employment rates for Williams
College of Business graduates in
2009 were 79 percent 90 days after graduation and 86 percent 180
days after graduation.
The Newswire incorrectly reported these numbers in the
March 24 issue, citing a WCB publicator that had not been released.
The publication containing
this information has since been
reprinted.
The increase from 79 to 86
percent came from a special effort
on the part of WCB administrators to help unemployed graduates find jobs, said Sarah Mock,
director of internships and executive mentoring, said.
These numbers reflect graduates who find employment requiring a degree or enroll in graduate
school, and they are considered of-

ficial only after at least 80 percent
of graduates have responded.
These percentages also show
a trend of more undergraduates
attending graduate school after
graduation.
Of those who graduated in
2007, 89 percent were employed
and 7 percent were in graduate
school.
For the class of 2008, these
numbers were 85 percent and 10
percent, respectively.
For the class of 2009, the “79
percent employment rate” cited
by the WCB was comprised of 56
percent of graduates in the workforce and 23 percent who were in
graduate school.
Typically, around 10 percent of
WCB graduates go on to graduate school after graduation, Mock
said.
Meghan Berneking, News Editor
Phone: 745-3607
Newswire-News@xavier.edu
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Senator takes on Print station returning
OSC renovation three months after virus
By Mike Glynn
Staff Writer

Inspired by a drive to update a
recreation facility that was opened
in 1977, junior Senator Daniel
Francis is spearheading a campaign to encourage the university to build a new student athletic
center.
Francis conceived the idea
when noting that Dayton
University, Miami University and
the University of Cincinnati already have or are breaking ground
on updated recreation complexes.
The 34-year-old complex was
originally built to cater to Xavier’s
modest 1,500 students, never
needing to house more than a few
hundred students at a time.
“As our campus has grown in
the past 20 years, we have seen the
addition of a new science building
in Lindner, a new student union in
the Gallagher Student Center [and]
a new 10,250 seat arena in Cintas
Center,” Francis said during the
Senate meeting on Monday, April
12.
The ability to accommodate
students is further stressed by
next year’s increasing freshman
class, which is projected to match
last year’s number.
With more students showing
interest in Xavier, the ability to
showcase its attributes is crucial,
Francis said.
“I certainly recognize the need

for more academic buildings, but
my fear is five years down the road
our gym will still be unsuitable for
our campus population,” Francis
said.
“I don’t want to lose potential
students to Dayton, because let’s
face it, sports complexes are major recruiting tools,” he said.
Whether the sport is football,
basketball or just the average student looking to work out at night,
the building simply needs to appeal to students, Francis said.
“It is so outdated, too hot during the warm months and cool
during the colder months, [and]
after seeing other schools’ recreation facilities, it is embarrassing to show ours,” sophomore
Morgan Sokany said.
Francis is working on introducing a survey that all O’Connor
users would fill out upon entering
the building.
The survey is designed to locate the underlying issues including size, availability of machines,
amenities, hours of operation and
overall satisfaction.
In addition, the survey would
ask what specific pieces of equipment a student would like to see
included.
“The goal is to introduce this
report to the Leadership Team of
the Division of Student Life and
Leadership and hopefully they will
take the campus concerns to the
board,” Francis said.

-Paid Advertisement-

By Doug Tifft
Staff Writer

In the coming weeks, Xavier
Discovery Services will attempt to
alleviate problems with a printing
station in the library that has been
out of order since a computer virus struck in January.
The loss of a holding center
at the fourth printing station, located directly behind the computer lab on the first floor of the
library, was a direct result of the
computer virus that swept across
the Xavier computer system in
January, Robert Cotter, associate
vice president for Information
Resources and director of
Discovery Services, said.
Since the virus had been
connected to the network and
therefore the printing system,
Discovery Services had to disable
the print hold station computer in
order to allow essential staff such
as payroll and administrators to
use the lab as a temporary work
station.
Yet in the process of re-imaging the computer the hard drive
was permanently damaged, leaving the station to directly print
documents without a screening
process in the three months since
the virus.
Cotter and Discovery Services
did not want to purchase a new
computer because of budget constraints and attempted to build
a replacement with refurbished

Newswire photo by Kelsey Edson

Discovery Services staff is attempting to fix the library’s print release stations.

parts before settling on a used
computer that could be re-imaged
for use at the station.
Along with the expansion of
Xavier’s license under the print release software program, Discovery
Services is planning a replacement
of the system by Friday, April 16.
“We will fill in that hole ideally before the end of this week,”
Cotter said.
“We want to get that up before
everybody starts printing their papers at the end of the semester,”
he said.
Student complaints have also
addressed printing issues from

wireless computers in the library
and Gallagher Student Center in
recent weeks, a point that Cotter
attributed to wireless nuances and
problems in the IP address in the
Xavier network.
“In late fall we did a redesign
on the IP addresses around campus as one of the steps toward remediating the network infrastructure,” Cotter said.
“That caused some havoc for
laptops on printing and also student access of the databases. But
hopefully there are only minor
hiccups at this point,” he said.

Smoking ban rejected,
current rules revamped
By Sarah Wieten
Campus News Editor

The forum convened after students complained about smoke
wafting into windows, especially
After on-campus residents outside Kuhlman Hall.
voiced health concerns regarding
One student reported that the
secondhand smoke on campus, smoke through the open wina group of students is consider- dow regularly triggered his or her
ing options for action, including asthma.
a possible campus-wide smoking
Though university policy curban.
rently states that
At 7:30 p.m. on
smoking must be
April 8 in Gallagher “It is important
done 15-feet from
Student Center, a for students to
campus
buildgroup of students
ings, the rule is
attended a pub- know that this
seldom obeyed or
lic forum led by process will move
enforced.
freshman Student very slowly. Any
“It is imporGovernment
tant for students
Association Sentaor action on this
to know that this
Brock McMorren issue will not come process will move
to debate possible overnight.”
very slowly.
courses of action.
“Any action on
The
group
this
issue will not
–freshman
agreed that, while
Brock McMorren come overnight,”
a total smoking ban
McMorren said.
seemed unnecessary
T h o u g h
and overbearing as well as difficult McMorren is a senator, this meetto enforce, a plan for designated ing was in no way affiliated with
smoking areas away from build- SGA, and was simply a resident
ings might suit both smoking and student initiative.
non-smoking parties.
Although the Facebook event
Students voiced concerns page “Should Xavier Become a
about the amenities of these “des- Smoke Free Campus?” boasted
ignated smoking areas,” calling for 166 guests and sparked much debenches and protection from the bate, only approximately 30 stuelements if new rules were to be dents attended the meeting, with
put in place.
few smokers represented.
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Pr ofessor pr ofile: Dr. Dena Mor ton
By Lizzie Glaser
Campus News Editor
The Newswire recently caught
up with mathematics department
professor Dr. Dena Morton to
gain a little insight into her hectic
but happy life.
XN: Can you tell us where you’re
from and what your area of study is?
DM: I’m from Buffalo, N.Y.;
that’s where I grew up for the
most part.
I got my Ph.D. from Johns
Hopkins University in Baltimore
in algebraic topology, a gorgeous
area of math.

XN: What is algebraic topology?
DM: It’s a branch of math that
uses tools from abstract algebra in
order to study topological spaces.

Police
Notes
April 6, 9:50 a.m. – An officer on patrol discovered graffiti
near the Brockman Hall loading dock. Physical Plant was
notified.
April 6, 10:10 a.m. – An employee reported the theft of a
binding machine from the second floor of Joseph Hall.
April 6, 7:22 p.m. – Campus
Police and Physical Plant extinguished a small fire inside the
recycling bin near the entrance
to Kuhlman Hall.
April 7, 2:27 p.m. – An officer on patrol discovered graffiti
on the outside of the lower field
house behind the O’Connor
Sports Center.
April 7, 5:01 p.m. – Two students reported the theft of their
backpacks from the training
room in Schmidt Field House.
April 8, 7:57 p.m. – A student reported being continuously harassed by his or her
ex-acquaintance. The Advocate
Program and Residence Life
were notified.
April 8, 8:06 p.m. – After
being observed walking into
Cintas Center, a non-student
who had been warned on several occasions to stay off campus was arrested for criminal
trespassing.
April 8, 8:20 p.m. – Two
non-students attending the
Tyler Perry event at Cintas
Center were arrested for fighting. Note: One Xavier officer
sustained minor injuries during
the arrest.

Photo courtesy of Dena Morton

Dr. Dena Morton shares the beauty of
mathematics with her students.

XN: And how did you become interested in that?
DM: Well, I remember I was in
third grade and there was this day
where different parents came in
to show what they did for a living.
My dad—who is also a mathematician—came in and had the class
make Moebius strips.
XN: What are Moebius strips?
April 9, 2:14 a.m. – An officer on patrol spotted three
students arguing on the greenspace after an incident occurred
on the bus returning from the
Lodge Bar downtown. The students were advised to go to their
rooms for the rest of the night.
Residence Life will follow up.

DM: Moebius strips. It’s a surface with only one side, like if you
were to cut a strip of paper, twist
it once, and tape it together into
a ring.
My dad asked us what would
happen if we cut the strip in half,
and we were smart little third
graders. We knew if you cut it in
half there’d be two pieces. But
there wasn’t. There was only one.
And I remember thinking, “This
is so cool.” And since then I’ve
loved it.
I know that’s geeky, but it’s
lucky, I think. It’s really lucky to
be doing what you love.

XN: So how did you end up at
Xavier and how long have you been
here?
DM: This is my 10th year here.
After I got my Ph.D. I was working at John Carroll University in
Cleveland for three years, but it
was never meant to be a perma-

nent job.
I really liked the Jesuit atmosphere and when I heard about
the opening here [at Xavier] I felt
like it would be a good job. I got
married and moved to Cincinnati
two weeks later.

XN: Outside of Xavier, and of
course mathematics, what are your hobbies and interests?
DM: Most of my time is taken
up by my three girls: Rebecca, 7;
Elisheva, 3; and Leah, 15 months,
and my husband, Jack. I love just
snuggling and hanging out with
them.
I also love musicals, especially
“Rent,” “Wicked” and “West Side
Story,” and science fiction movies like “Star Wars: The Empire
Strikes Back.”
In my spare time I also crochet,

Alliance hosts Queer Week

April 10, 1:02 a.m. – A student observed urinating on
a light pole in the C-2 lot was
cited for disorderly behavior.
April 10, 12:52 p.m. – A student reported that his or her vehicle was egged overnight while
parked in the R-1 lot.
April 11, 2:42 a.m. – A student having trouble walking
and observed vomiting in the
Husman lot was cited for underage consumption of alcohol
and was transported to his or
her room.
April 11, 12:26 p.m. – A
student acting suspiciously and
making another student feel uncomfortable in the McDonald
Library was cited for disorderly behavior. The Advocate
Program and Residence Life
were notified.

Note of the

Week
April 9, 11:55 p.m. – A
student observed drinking
alcohol from a flask near
McGrath Health and Wellness
Center was cited for underage
consumption.

Newswire photo by Alexa von Bargen

Rainbow flags line the academic mall in celebration of Queer Week. Each flag
represents one of the 3,000 reported LGBTQ victims of hate crimes in 2009.

By kari peglar
Staff Writer
Xavier Alliance will be sponsoring its second annual “Queer
Week,” during which Alliance will
sponsor several events that intend to provide information and
encourage dialogue about queer
issues.
The term queer is “an inclusive, unifying sociopolitical term
for people who are gay, lesbian,
bisexual, transgendered, straight,
transsexual, intersexual, gender
queer, or anyone else who supports the equality of all identities,”
the Alliance web site said.
Currently, “Alliance is the only
source of education about queer
issues at Xavier,” Alliance co-president senior Cameron Tolle said.
Because of this, Tolle believes
Queer Week is a great platform
through which the goal of creating a more “welcoming and inclusive campus” can be fostered since
Queer Week’s events encourage
respectful participation and discussion from anyone, regardless
of sexual orientation, expression
or identity.
As one of the Queer Week’s
main events, Alliance will have
Lt. Dan Choi speak at 7p.m. on
Wednesday, April 14 in the James
and Caroline Duff Banquet Room
in Cintas Center.

Lt. Choi was an active member
of the military until he was discharged for being gay under the
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy.
He will speak at Xavier about
his fight to repeal this policy and
the hardships he has faced during
his mission to openly serve in the
military.
On Friday, April 16, Alliance
members and other students will
be participating in the “Day of
Silence,” where students across
the nation take a vow of silence
for a day in order to bring attention to the discrimination and
harassment queer individuals continue to face.
To end the week, at 8:30 p.m.
on Saturday, April 17, Alliance
will be hosting a dinner and discussion about drag on campus
and in society in the Clocktower
Lounge. Afterward, participants
will be able to watch a drag show
off campus.
Alliance has also placed rainbow flags on the academic mall to
honor the 3,000 LGBTQ individuals who were victims of reported
hate crimes in 2009.
Queer Week’s popular distribution of the “Gay? Fine by Me”
shirts will not be occurring this
year, due to lack of funding.
Sarah Wieten, Campus News Editor
Phone: (513) 745-3607
Newswire-News@xavier.edu

but I haven’t done that in a while.

XN: How do you like Xavier?
What draws you here as opposed to another university?
DM: I really love it here. My
students have become a part of
my life and vice versa.
It offers a great blend of teaching and research, and especially
with my Math and the Creative
Imagination class [Math 125], I
feel like I have the opportunity to
make a difference.
If I can at least get people to
stop hating math and see that it’s
beautiful, I like that. I don’t think
I’d have that opportunity anywhere else.

E/RS lecture on
agriculture
revolution
Continued from page 1
He also voiced his support for
purchasing food locally, because
local purchasing offers a sense
of trust that one cannot find
elsewhere.
“I think that the lecture was an
overall success,” Smythe said. “It
is great how supportive our community has been of this particular
series on agriculture.”
Logsdon also addressed sustainable urban agriculture.He
shared his support of a possible
program in Detroit that will demolish abandoned buildings in the
city and plant gardens on those
city lots.
He also voiced his support for
purchasing food locally, because
local purchasing offers a sense
of trust that one cannot find
elsewhere.
“I think that the lecture was an
overall success,” Smythe said. “It
is great how supportive our community has been of this particular
series on agriculture.”
The Brueggeman Center for
Dialogue and the University
of Cincinnati’s The President’s
Advisory Council on Environment
and Sustainability also sponsored
the event.

“Meet the Hoopers”

From 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. on
Sat., April 17, in the Gallagher
Student Center Atrium Residence
Life is sponsoring “Meet the
Hoopers,” an event co-ordinated
by junior Allen Boyd to allow students to meet the student-athletes
of Xavier’s basketball teams.
Sophomore Jordan Crawford,
sophomore Terrell Holloway,
freshman Mark Lyons, sophomore Brad Redford and sophomore Kenny Frease from the
men’s team as well as freshman
Katie Rutan and junior Ta’Shia
Phillips of the women’s team will
attend .
Pizza and beverages will be
served.
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EDITORIAL | ERS LECTURE SERIES

Lecture series should have
shorter cycles, more discussion

The final Ethics/Religion and Society lecture of the year, with a focus on Ecology and Sustainability: Food and Agriculture and featuring
Wendell Berry, Wes Jackson and Gene Logsdon, was touted by its planners as one of the most exciting of the series so far.
If this was the case, and not empty rhetoric, much work needs to be
done to improve the E/RS lecture series.
The event, held in Cintas Center, had about 2,500 attendees. However,
scanning the crowd, it was obvious that students made up a maximum
of 10 percent of the audience. Furthermore, a majority of these students were required to go to the lecture to fulfill a class assignment.
The Ethics/Religion and Society program is designed to promote
“ethical and religious analysis of socially significant issues.” While engaging community members should be an objective of the university,
the primary goal should be engaging students about critical issues and
based on attendance at the lecture, it is evident the program is not succeeding in this goal.
One problem is the three-year cycle, which currently is Ecology and
Sustainability. This means that the majority of lectures are devoted to one
general issue during the better part of a Xavier’s students four years.
While a student who may not be particularly interested in sustainability issues may attend one event out of curiosity, there is little chance
he or she will attend three years of lectures on a topic.
Having a yearly focus would engage more students and allow a greater number of issues to be addressed and discussed at the lectures and
in class.
Secondly, this most recent lecture was less about agriculture and
more about lecturing people about how we should “stay away from
screens”—movie screens, computer screens, etc. Students and guests
are scolded rather than participating in an engaged dialogue.
An “informal discussion” should not consist of an hour and fifteen minutes of lecturing about everything people are doing wrong and
should instead focus on communicating with guests about issues they
care about.

EDITORIAL | NORWOOD BUSINESSES

Norwood needed tanning after all
For two months, Xavier junior Alex La Prade’s X-Rays Tanning Salon
has been seeking to turn pasty extremities into bronzed Fanta commercials. Not only has his business attracted local Norwood residents and
Xavier students—he’s made a profit.
Most start-up businesses tend to struggle in the first few months.
They have to balance hemorrhaging money into countless costs
(start-up, marketing, new equipment, etc.) with actually making money, which is usually slow-going as the business is brand-new and still
working on getting a client base. Even, ahem, the Newswire doubted
that a tanning salon, of all places, would flourish in that location with
this economy.
But business is booming and La Prade is even considering staying
open (with reduced hours) in the summer, when his primary clients
have gone back to their homes and when the desire to tan diminishes
with the reappearance of the sun.
How great is that? La Prade, the Newswire commends you for your
business-based guts, determination and dedication to the city of
Norwood and Xavier students. You saw a niche market and you went
for it. Now you’re successful and making a profit with a brand-new
business, a feat even seasoned businessmen and women can’t always
accomplish.
We hope that your success inspires other small businesses to follow
in your wake and start businesses of their own—Norwood needs such
adventurous entrepreneurs.
On the Web: www.xavier.edu/newswire
The Xavier Newswire is published weekly
throughout the school year, except during vacation
and final exams, by the students of Xavier University,
3800 Victory Parkway, Cincinnati, OH 452072129.
The Editorials are written by a different staff
member each week and do not necessarily reflect the
sentiments of the entire staff. They are also not the
sole responsibility of the Opinions and Editorials
editor to write.
The statements and opinions of the Xavier
Newswire are not necessarily those of the student
body, faculty or administration of Xavier. The

statements and opinions of a columnist do not
necessarily reflect those of editors or general staff.
Subscription rates are $30 per year or $15 per
semester within the USA and are prorated.
Subscription inquiries should be directed to
Kathryn Rosenbaum, 513-745-3607.
Advertising inquiries should be directed to
Nathan Sergio, Advertising Manager, 513-745-3561.
One copy of the Xavier Newswire, distributed
on campus, is free per person per week. Additional
copies are 25 cents.
Xavier University is an academic community
committed to equal opportunity for all persons.

- LETTER from the EDITOR Hey students,
This recent lack of letters is
nothing short of appalling. Those
letters we have received have been
anonymous, from people who don’t
even go here or from organizations
trying to sell me something.
I must believe that you, the student body, are more concerned
about your campus than this. Also,
I have to believe that you want to
save me the peril of having to make
house ads week after week when
clearly, they don’t work.
So, just in case you’ve forgotten,
here are the submission guidelines
for sending in a letter. You can
send one through either our Web
site, www.xavier.edu/newswire, or
by sending an e-mail to NewswireOped@xavier.edu.
So get writing!
THE RULES:
If you have an idea for an improvement on campus, wish to
voice a complaint or raise your fellow students’ attention to a global,
national or local issue, write into
the Newswire and we will publish
your piece. If you want to blast the
Newswire, go right ahead. We’ll print

criticism, just to show our commitment to the free expression of
ideas.
Now, before you go off and
running to write to your heart’s
content, please note that we have a
few guidelines and rules for aspiring letter writers:
• To submit a letter for publication, send the letter as the main text
of an email to Newswire-Oped@
xavier.edu. Alternatively, if you visit
our website at xavier.edu/newswire,
you can follow the link to contact
Katherine Monasterio, the Op-Ed
Editor, and fill out the form on that
page.
• Letters must be submitted
by the Monday prior to publication. Letters received on Tuesday
are unlikely to be published that
issue, as we publish the paper on
Wednesday.
• Letters should be kept to a
maximum of 250 WORDS. Not
350, not 800--believe us, it’s happened before. 250 words. Our reasons are simple: We can fit more
people’s opinions, and it is hopefully more enticing to you to keep
things short. Especially when you

have papers you could work on...
• Letters must be signed; we will
not print anonymous letters unless
the writer has a serious concern for
withholding his or her name. If
you are a student submitting a letter for publication, please include
your class year. If you are an alumnus, please include your graduation
year. Other parties wishing to write
a letter to the Newswire must include
their affiliation with the university.
• Please also include contact information. Your contact information will not be printed, but helps
us ensure the validity of the letters
we receive.
• The Newswire reserves the right
to edit letters for length and clarity.
• We are not obligated to print
all the letters we receive, but we will
ensure that all points of view expressed in the letters we receive are
represented.
• Letters are more likely to be
published if they are succinct and
coherent, especially if they offer a
unique point of view.
• Please, no poetry. There are
other outlets on campus for creative writing, like the Athenaeum.

Speaking of house ads. . .

Want your voice heard?
Submit a Letter to the Editor! Here’s how:

1. Have an opinion.
2. Write about your opinion.
3. E-mail it to

Newswire-Oped@xavier.edu
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Smoke
respectfully
so
—STAFF TALK—
there’s
no
need
for
ban
What new E/RS Lecture topics
with Katherine Monasterio

would you like to see in the
future?

Sarah Wieten

Campus News Editor

“The American
Dream: We want to
be richer than our
parents? No way. ”

Kathryn Rosenbaum

Editor-in-Chief

“Anderson Cooper
and foreign
journalism.”

Desmond Dale

Asst. A&E Editor

“The Jesuit mission in other
countries.”

Monica Marie Laco
Asst. Campus News Editor

“The struggle of
being Catholic on a
Catholic campus.”

Andrew Short

Copy Editor

“Baby seals:
do they have it
coming?”

Doug Tifft

Sports Editor

“How to bring
pollution down
to zero: Captain
Planet.”

Meghan Berneking

News Editor

“The ethics of
journalism.”

Amy Windhorst

Features Editor

“The ethics/religion of ‘Battlestar
Galactica’ fan
fiction.”

Katherine Monasterio

Op-Ed Editor

“The effect of
refridgerator-box
living on post-grad
students.”

Reid Faylor

Cartoonist

“Why won’t you let
me say ‘farming?’”

By Peter Fricke
Asst. Op-Ed Editor
Last Thursday, as detailed on
page three, freshman Student
Government Association senator Brock McMorran, hosted an
open forum to discuss the idea of
a smoking ban on Xavier’s campus. Despite strong feelings on
both sides of the issue, the event
was remarkably civil and the participants were surprisingly openminded, assuaging fears that the
proposal of a smoking ban might
introduce divisions within the student body.
Yet the forum’s only notable
success consisted of introducing
students on both sides of the issue to the countervailing arguments of the other. It failed to
determine much in the way of
practical solutions.
According to students, nonsmokers hold two central grievances: one concerning exposure
to smoke indoors (via open windows) and the other, outdoors.
The debate, then, is really less
a matter of the desirability of a
smoking ban than of the proper
means of balancing the rights of
smokers and non-smokers.
First and foremost, smokers must acknowledge that the
burden of achieving this balance
falls heavily on them, inasmuch
as the choice to smoke is theirs.
Clearly, non-smokers possess the
right to inhabit their residence
halls, and yes, even open their
windows, without fear of exposure to smoke. Similarly, smokers and non-smokers bear equally

legitimate rights to use the same
outdoor facilities on campus, and
neither group should infringe on
the rights of the other.
This does not mean, however,
that the onus is on smokers to relocate; there is no reason that the
two groups cannot coexist in harmony, respectful of each other’s
desires.
A smoking ban would, if anything, represent the opposite of a
policy balancing the rights of both
groups. While some might justify
such a restriction on the rights of
smokers in the name of public
health, a campus-wide smoking
ban would do nothing to protect
non-smokers from second-hand
smoke, and could even exacerbate
the problem.
The reason lies in the proposed ban’s narrow nature; its
jurisdiction could not, definitionally, extend beyond the university’s property. As a result, smokers
who currently spread themselves
throughout campus, congregating
in small groups near ashtrays and
buildings, would find themselves
compelled to relocate.
But relocate to where? A zoning map of Norwood reveals that
Ledgewood, Herald and Cleaneay
Avenues are all public roads, meaning the sidewalks and parkways attached to them are city property.
The formerly diffused groups
of smokers would suddenly become concentrated mobs occupying the public sidewalks like at
Moorhead College, where a similar ban led students to organize
“smoking parties” in the streets.

In place of the draconian and
self-defeating idea of a smoking
ban, students and university officials can take several, less onerous,
steps to ensure that smokers and
non-smokers respect each other’s
rights.
As one can easily observe
throughout campus, smokers tend
to gravitate toward ashtrays when
they are not walking about, even
when doing so puts them in violation of the “15-foot rule” dictating the distance a smoker must
maintain from doorways.
As a preliminary measure, relocating those ashtrays to areas
which non-smokers can avoid
would significantly reduce friction.
The same principle could be applied to a more stringent version
of the 15-foot rule, which would
ban smoking within 15 feet of any
building to reduce the likelihood
that smoke might enter through
open windows.
Additionally, both smokers and
non-smokers would benefit from
an increased focus on proper etiquette, which would mitigate the
conditions which create tension
on this issue.
Smokers should understand
and accept that their right to
smoke will only come under further siege unless they take steps to
smoke respectfully, which include
maintaining a proper distance
from doorways and windows.
Only cooperation can lead to
a mutually agreeable solution; a
smoking ban would merely inflame
passions and preclude meaningful
action.

Parking should not be
nightmare for students

By Brandon Mcclain
Editorial Columnist
Imagine this scenario: you are
on your way back to campus from
a long day and are tired, hungry
and cranky. You get back to campus only to see that there are is a
plethora of other cars going in the
same direction for what you discover to be an event at the Cintas
Center.
You live in the Commons, so
you pull into the entrance across
from C-2 only to see someone beat
you to the last open Commons
spot. Now you must search frantically for alternatives. Upon passing that car, you do not see a pink
Xavier parking pass and your frustrations mount as you unleash a
string of expletives.
If you live in one of the residence halls, your trek to R-1 or R2 is more difficult because every
car is unavoidably filtered towards
those lots. You eventually make it
to R-1 only to see a couple of cars
take the last two spots there—cars
that do not have the required parking pass—as their owners happily
walk to the event.
Upon climbing the hill to at
R-2, you are cut off by someone
driving recklessly around the lot.
You’re furious and near panicked

as the options for a parking space
dwindle rapidly.
These are only a few examples
of the parking nightmares that
occur on campus when there are
outside events held in Cintas. As a
former denizen of the R-lots and
now a resident in the Commons, I
can say that similar scenarios have
frustrated me numerous times.
The most recent one occurred
last week when Tyler Perry had a
show in Cintas. I saw the chaos
created by visiting cars rushing to
campus and decided against my
planned trip off-campus because I
knew that I would not get my spot
back in the Commons lot.
Later I hitched a ride with
someone else, but upon returning
to campus, the event was letting
out, so we followed a man walking
from the event into the Commons
lot. He went to his car right near
the back door and we asked him if
he was leaving.
Not only was he not supposed
to be there, but upon asking him
if he was leaving, he gave us attitude when he said, “Is there a
problem?”
Yes, sir, there is a problem:
You don’t pay loads of money
to go here every semester, you
don’t live on campus and you did

not pay for a parking pass for the
Commons lot.
Here lies my main issue with
these non-student visitors: They
think that they are entitled to
park wherever they want because
spots are not marked otherwise.
Why doesn’t Xavier block off the
rear entrance to the Commons lot
as they do for men’s basketball
games?
When there are high school
basketball games, and even Xavier
basketball games, cars are directed
towards the old Kroger lot. Those
drivers behave much better because they are well-managed and
directed.
What’s worse is that when we
call Campus Police to report the
non-students violating our parking rights, nothing is done. Can we
not ticket these violating visitors?
Xavier needs to stand up for its
residents who park. Sure, Campus
Police probably can’t tow or boot
the offending cars, but at least do
something to block off student
spots, filter traffic better and put
up more visible signs to mark the
lots.
Xavier, please stand up for
your on-campus residents, especially since you’ll have more and
more in the coming years.
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Errors cost
baseball series
By Scott MUeller

Asst. Sports Editor
The Xavier University baseball
team dropped two of three to the
La Salle Explorers.
The Musketeers’ usually sound
defense let them down in the La
Salle series. On the weekend the
Musketeers committed eight errors including four in the first
game on Friday.
The Musketeers entered the
series only committing 29 errors
in 29 games. In comparison, their
opponents had committed 48 errors. UCLA, the No. 1 ranked
team in the country, has committed 27 errors in 28 games.
The Muskies allowed seven unearned runs in the series, three in
the first game and four in the second. They lost the first game by
two and the second by one.
“That’s why we ultimately ended up losing, because we didn’t
handle the baseball,” head coach
Scott Googins said.
In the first game, the Muskies
found themselves in a 4-0 hole
after two innings. A three-run
eighth inning for the Muskies was
not enough as they lost the game,
6-4.
“We didn’t execute real well,
in terms of pitching,” Googins
said. “We made some errors defensively that took us out of the
game early.”
On Saturday, in the second
game of the series, the Musketeers
took a 3-0 lead into the seventh.
However, La Salle scored one in
the seventh, two in the eighth,
and six in the ninth. The Muskies
responded with five of their own
in the bottom of the ninth, but it
was too little, too late and they lost
the game 9-8.
On Sunday, the Musketeers got
a much needed lift from freshman
Jon Richard. Richard pitched seven scoreless innings, only allowing
five hits.
“He’s throwing the ball really
well for us,” Googins said. “He
gave us a great start. We scored
a couple runs in the first and just
kept adding to it.”
Richard was awarded the
Atlantic 10 Rookie of the Week
award for the third time this season and second week in a row.
The Muskies won the series finale, 9-1. The victory moved their
record to 8-24 overall and 4-5 in
the A-10.
“We’re still right in the thick
of things,” Googins said. “One
weekend doesn’t make the season,
but we’ve got to start taking care
of business.”
The Musketeers currently sit
in ninth place in the A-10 and still
have six weekends series remaining to catch up.
On Tuesday, the Musketeers
took on host Miami (OH) in the
Joe Nuxhall Classic, a tournament
they won last season.
Despite taking an 11-4 lead
into the bootom of the ninth,
the Muskies lost to the Redhawks
12-11.
This weekend the Muskies will
play host to Duquesne in a three
game series. The first game of the
series is Friday April 16, at 3 p.m.

Sports
Family affair: sisters on the same team

Xavier Newswire

Pleiman sisters share thoughts on Xavier, tennis, and outfits

Photos courtesy of goxavier.com

Junior Christie Pleiman (left) and freshman Katie Pleiman are undefeated in A-10 play. Christie is 2-0, while Katie
is 5-0. As a doubles team, the Pleiman sisters are 5-0 against A-10 opponents.

By Jocelyn Taylor

Staff Writer
How often do sisters get to go
to the same college and play for
the same team? Junior Christie
Pleiman and freshman Katie
Pleiman are one of few siblings
that have decided to team up in
college. The Newswire recently sat
down with them to talk about
playing together on the women’s
tennis team.
Xavier Newswire: Who introduced you to tennis?
Christie Pleiman: My mom used
to take lessons from the park. And
we would just hit around, and we
decided we’d take lessons too. We
really didn’t think anything was
going to come of it. We just hit

around with the family
Katie Pleiman: I think I played
because Christie got into it. It was
kind of like a family thing for
us. We weren’t really competitive
when we were little.
XN: Did you wear cute tennis outfits?
KP: I was a tomboy for sure. I
remember I would wear, at tournaments, a t-shirt and just regular
shorts. My dad was like, ‘You got
to psych out the competition. No
one will think you’re good if you
wear bad outfits.’
CP: No, I was all about the outfits (laughter).
XN: When did you start
playing together?
CP: We’ve pretty much always

played together. I was a senior in
high school, that was the first time
we decided to play doubles. We
should have been working together all along, but we never did. We
really didn’t know what doubles
was.
XN: How is college life
together?
CP: I actually applied to 16
schools, and then I came here
on my visit and everything just
clicked. The tennis visit was so
good. I loved the team. I met with
Sister Rose, the academic advisors…it was just an awesome visit.
Everything was really well organized. Everyone was friendly, even
students on campus were friendly.
KP: I don’t think it was like

-SGA Advertisement-

we’re going to come [together]. I
wasn’t planning on going where
she was going. I still visited a lot
of other schools and applied elsewhere, but I think it was for me,
for my personality. We just fit in
here really well.
XN: What are your team
expectations?
CP: This is the first time since
I’ve been at Xavier where winning
the conference is a very real thing
for us. It’s tough when we don’t
have a lot of scholarships.
My freshman year we got there
and lost. That was the best and
worst feeling. It was great getting
there, but we lost. We’re so geared
up.
XN: How do you feel about
possibly going to the NCAA
tournament?
CP: We’re never satisfied. We’re
going to shock the nation. That’s
our team’s motto. We get in the
huddle and put our hands out and
we scream, ‘Shock the nation!’
XN: What is the day in the
life of a tennis player?
CP: Get up, go to class, go to
lifting, go to practice. We have to
go to practice inside. So we have
to drive 20 minutes there and
drive 20 minutes back. We have
lifting at a certain time and you
can’t be late, so you have to get to
lifting 20 minutes early so there’s
all these chunks of time out of
your day.
XN: How do you balance
sports with homework?
KP: You have to stay really
organized. I know that I have a
schedule. Before I go to bed every
night, I write what’s due at exactly
what time. Like, this time wake up,
eat, go to class. Every minute of
your day is pretty much planned
for you.
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Track teams shine Tennis gears up for A-10s
By Shane Mulvihill

Staff Writer
Junior Tommy Kauffmann
is no stranger to record breaking performances. The track and
field star captured his fifth school
record in the men’s 1,500-meter race Saturday at the Miami
Invitational.
Kauffmann ran a time of
3:55.39 to best the record formerly held by Luke Beuerlein and earn
seventh place. This record comes
on the heels of another impressive
performance earlier this month
when he set the XU record in the
5,000-meter race, knocking eight
seconds off his previous record.
The men’s team placed sixth at
the meet with strong performances from senior Derek LeBlanc, junior Ben Nathan and sophomore
Nick Williams.
LeBlanc came in first place in
the triple jump by leaping 14.06m.
Williams had a strong showing in
the 200-meter race, placing second with a time of 22.04. Nathan
finished the 800-meter race in
1:55.22, which was good for another second place finish for the
Muskies.
Leading the way for the
women’s team was junior Caitlin
Thomas who captured a victory
by placing first in the 3,000-meter
steeplechase. She posted a time of
10:55.60 in the event, guiding the

By Steve rosenbaum

Photo courtesy of goxavier.com

Junior Tommy Kauffmann has set
five school records in track and field
this year.

women to a tenth place finish in
the invitational.
The women also received excellent performances from freshmen Kristen Bennett and Rachel
Clark.
“The field was really good, really competitive,” coach Melanie
Price said.
The men’s and women’s track
and field teams are back in action
this Friday and Saturday, April
16-17 in Athens, Ohio for the All
Ohio Championships.

Staff Writer
Backed by the doubles duo
of senior J.T. Torbeck and junior
Bobby Deye, the Xavier men’s
tennis team defeated Northern
Kentucky University 4-3 on
Wednesday, April 17.
While the Norse downed
Xavier’s one, two and three singles
spots, along with a doubles spot,
the Musketeers countered with
depth. Torbeck and Deye sparked
the counter with an 8-2 victory.
Sophomore Marc Pretorius
and freshman Philip Diaz continued the success with a win.
From the singles standpoint,
Deye won at the four spot, Torbeck
won at the five spot and freshman
Brandon McDonald won at the six
spot. Despite NKU’s success at
the top, the back end of Xavier’s
lineup proved to be the difference
in the match.
“NKU really played a good
match today and competed better than us certainly at the top
of the line-up,” men’s assistant
coach Rudy Vliegenberg said.
“Our depth ultimately was the
difference.”
On senior day, the men
squeaked out another 4-3 victory, against Atlantic 10 opponent
Duquesne. Once again, the men
lost the top three singles matches, but success from the doubles
-Paid Advertisement-

standpoint and depth at singles
guided the Musketeers to victory.
Sophomore Patrick Bandy and
senior Chris Herrlinger led the way
in doubles with an 8-5 victory.
“I am really proud of how the
guys hung in there and battled to
get the win today. It was great for
J.T. Torbeck to clinch the match
for us on Senior Day,” head coach
Eric Toth said.
MacDonald was named the A10 Rookie of the Week after a pair
of straight-set victories.
The men (14-7, 7-1 A-10)
earned a two seed in the A-10
championship on Friday, April
16.
Meanwhile, switching from
the cozy environment of indoor
courts to windy outdoor conditions didn’t prevent the women’s
tennis team from blowing past
Wright State 6-1 on Tuesday, April
6.
Freshman Kally Alkire and senior Jill Ducro overcame the blustery conditions by winning their
singles matches—both in three
sets—and by teaming up for an 84 doubles victory.
The women continued the
success a day later by beating
Northern Kentucky. The women
won five of six singles matches,
and all three doubles matches.
“It simply takes a while to adjust to outdoor play after being

indoors the majority of the year,”
Toth said.
With the victory, the women’s
team improved to 13-7, with a
seven game winning streak.
The women’s A-10 tournament
will start on Friday, April 23.

Photo courtesy of goxavier.com

Freshman Brandon MacDonald
was named the A-10 Rookie of the
Week after recording two straightset victories.
Doug Tifft, Editor
Phone: 745-3607
newswire-sports@xavier.edu
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BY Sarah wieten
Campus News Editor
“Frame of Mind” provided an
entertaining evening and showcased several of Xavier’s most talented voices. The overall package
of the show was compromised
by odd formating and its uncanny similarity to other on-campus
entertainment.
The Xavier Players should be
able to easily sort out most of the
production’s detractions in coming years, especially given that
“Frames” is a brand new offering.
Those who came to the studio
(for sold-out shows) Thursday,
Friday or Saturday night expecting a tightly related “song cycle,”
or perhaps even an obvious plot
searched in vain.
Instead the pieces seemed
largely random, each separate
from the whole; the show could
have been shuffled around into
any order and made just as much
sense.
However, since the show functioned perfectly well as a showcase
for musical talent, plot didn’t seem
too important.
Each performance, especially
the larger ensemble pieces, was
sung with enough gusto and
showmanship to stand alone, although
the best parts of the
show occurred when the performers took themselves a little less seriously. Such stand-out comedic
acts included “Pandemonium”
sung by an ensemble, “Ladies who
Lunch” sung by freshman Erica
Krasienko, and most impressively
“Epiphany” sung by sophomore
Justin Hanks and an ensemble.

pear to have been a problem this
year.
So while the show was enjoyable and the talent displayed exceptional, the lack of cohesion to
the show and its similarity to other
cultural offerings already on campus leaves “Frame of Mind” in a
bit of an identity crisis.
While applauding the courage necessary to began such an
endeavor from scratch, I must
express my hope that in the future (and there most certainly
should be a future for studio ensemble musical theater at Xavier
University) Xavier Players might
strive to be both more original in
form and more energetic and unified in execution.
A&E Editor Catherine Stahl was
co-director of “Frame of Mind.”
“Mamma Who Bore Me” was sung a cappella by the women in the cast of “Frame of Mind”.

In fact the only dramatic song
that really electrified the crowd
was the powerful, if brief, “Mama
Who Bore Me” wonderfully sung
by freshmen Kathryn Thomas
and Jessica Baskin and an ensemble, although freshman Alex
Roger’s rendition of “Run Away
With Me” and sisters’ Bethy and
Allison Jarus’s (sophomore and
senior respectively) performance
of “I Will Never Leave You” certainly inspired “awww”s in the
crowd.
The rendition of “Don’t Stop
Believin’” as the finale to the first
act seamed oddly controlled and
low-energy, although that impression is the result of the reviewer’s
having heard perhaps too many a
high-spirited, if completely talent-

less, rendition of the hit in local
taverns.
One last bit of confusion delivered by “Frame of Mind” was
exactly how it differed from offerings produced by a separate
performance group at the university, the Xavier University Singers.
This group produces roughly two
shows a year.
These shows feature students
singing and dancing to songs related to a loose theme in an ensemble format showcasing one
soloist, or perhaps a group at a
time; roughly using the same format used by “Frame of Mind.”
If the work produced by the
two groups is quite similar, as currently appears, they might consider
in the future doing a joint show so
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as not to over-schedule and compete with each other for audience
members, though that doesn’t ap-
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“Epiphany” was sung by sophomores Justin Hanks and Dan Parsley and
freshmen Alex Rogers and Alex Antonelli.

“Mary Poppins” has viewers dancing on the roof
BY Kathryn Rosenbaum
Editor-in-Chief

“Mary Poppins” was never
my favorite Disney movie. I remember dancing penguins in a
park and the song “A Spoonful
of Sugar,” but was not a big fan
of the movie. Thus, when I heard
“Mary Poppins” was going to become a Broadway musical, I was
not particularly excited; however,
after seeing “Mary Poppins” twice
now, I thoroughly recommend the
2007 Tony-award winning musical
to anyone.
It may seem like a childish musical, but it’s almost magical quality is enjoyable even if you are not
5 years old anymore.
The technical aspect—the costumes, sets and special effects—
are especially impressive. The sets
are among the best I have seen
in a Broadway musical—“Lion
King” may be the only musical
that surpasses “Mary Poppins”
regarding sets and special effects.
And, yes, Mary Poppins flies in
the performance.
This version of “Mary
Poppins” is adapted from both
Pamela Travers’ “Mary Poppins”
books and the movie version. This
merger presents a more realistic
presentation of the Banks’ family—children Jane and Michael and
parents George and Winifred.
The kids are more misbehaved

“Step in Time” is sung by Mary Poppin’s best friend and chimney sweep Bert.

in the stage production than in the
movie and neither of the parents
seems very happy with their lives
or marriage at the beginning of
the musical. This helps make the
idealic Disney story become more
realistic.
Mary Poppins comes to the
Banks’ household to nanny Jane

and Michael. She tries to teach
them to behave and appreciate
their life. This appreciation extends to the parents as well by the
end of the play. While these are
cliché morals, this is a Disney production where happy endings are
an unspoken given.
Most of the songs from the
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movie version have been adapted
to the stage. My favorite song in
the production is “Step in Time,”
sung by Mary Poppin’s friend and
chimney sweep Bert.
The tap-dancing is impressive
and Bert takes the lyrics “Over
the chimney, step in time,” literally as he climbs the wall and even

dances on the ceiling—the most
impressive special effects I have
seen in a Broadway musical.
“Supercalifragilisticexpialidoci
ous” features an updated song and
dance that spells out the word,
which is also entertaining.
While the songs adapted from
the movie are enjoyable, I was
disappointed by some of the new
songs made specifically for the
musical, which were not high-energy or clever and served primarily to advance the plot.
Cincinnati’s tour features the
actor who played Bert in London
and on Broadway, Gavin Lee. Lee
is the most entertaining and talented actor on the stage.
Caroline Sheen plays Mary
Poppins. Sheen replaced Ashley
Brown, the original Broadway actress in this touring production.
I saw Brown star as Mary
Poppins when I saw the show
in Chicago, and Sheen does not
have as strong a voice as Brown.
However, her performance is
enjoyable.
“Mary Poppins” is in Cincinnati
through April 25, at the Aronoff
Center for the Arts, 650 Walnut
St. Call 1-800-982-2787 or visit
www.broadwayacrossamerica.com
for ticket information.
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Crossword puzzle runs amok
Barking‘MAD’

By Christine Naderer

ACROSS—
1. Alice in Wonderland character who’s always
“late!”
9. Anti drunk-driving org. for moms
12. “The Little Mermaid” mermaid
13. Long, skinny rodent
14. Extra time, in a basketball game
16. Bambi was one
17. Least spicy salsa
18. Negative response to an inquiry
19. Mealtime command
20. Xavier’s Sweet 16 tourney opponent
23. “The Good, the ____ and the Ugly”
24. Cheer (for)
25. U2’s lead singer
26. This kind of dancer may wear a tutu
28. Garden-décor creature
30. Exterminator’s foe
31. The middle of Oregon?
33. Robin Williams movie “____ of the Year”
35. Where you get your driver’s license
37. A musical or One-Act, perhaps
40. Org. for recovering drinkers
41. Prepare for a test
42. Bowls of lettuce, tomatoes, etc.

44. Mild movie rating
45. Gardening tool
46. Comedian Sandler
47. Animal lacking pigment
50. State NE of PA
52. If you’re anemic, you lack this mineral.
54. Football video game
55. Captain Hook’s trusty partner
56. Prepares for publication
57. Sis’s sibling
59. “Blowin’ in the Wind” singer initials
60. Misses, to a Frenchman
61. Prepare bread dough, with elbow strength

DOWN—
1. Children’s book (and TV show) with Paris
schoolchildren
2. For a circle, it = πr2
3. Soda with zero calories
4. “Him” counterpart
5. Weird ___ Yankovic
6. Birthday-sharer
7. Snakes’ water-loving cousins
8. The Doppler kind helps forecast weather
9. ____, myself, and I
10. “I’m __ ________ tea pot…”
11. Start of a Tupperware competitor’s slogan
15. 1 of 10 “little piggies” in a children’s rhyme
17. One-name female entertainer
20. Winnie the Pooh’s marsupial pal
21. Cry
22. Stuff that gets us clean
23. Obama’s dog
27. Hallucinogenic drug
29. Emmy-winning TV series
32. Rest of the slogan from 11-down
33. Spanish city
34. House, in 33-down
36. Bouquet-holder
38. Founding father James
39. There’s one in your car, and in a smoke detector.
41. Junk e-mail
43. One-celled organism
45. Accord, Civic, or Pilot, e.g.
49. More than a want
51. Opposite of 18-across
53. Dorky smart kid, stereotypically
57. “___ on a Boat”
58. Tellurium atomic symbol
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(week of April 13 )

Rocky Votolato

The show will kick off at 9
p.m. on Thursday, April 15 at
The Southgate House (24 E.
Third Street). Tickets are $13 in
advance and $15 at the door.

The Used

The concert will start at
7 p.m. on Friday, April 16 at
Bogart’s (2621 Vine Street).
Tickets are $23.50.

Gil Mantera’s Party
Dream

The concert will begin at
9 p.m. on Friday, April 16 at
Madison Theater House (730
Madison Avenue). Tickets are
$10 in advance and $13 at the
door.

New Releases
(as of April 13)

MGMT

Congratulations
(Columbia)

Tallest Man on Earth
Wild Hunt
(DEAD OCEANS)

Gucci Mane

Burrrprint (2) HD
(Asylum Records)

BRIEFS
Is That Really What
She Said?

From 9 p.m. – 11 p.m., on
Wednesday, April 13, Senior Pat
Brennan will lead a spirited presentation in Kelley Auditorium
on the peculiar nature of modern sexual culture. The event is
sponsored by the Xavier Students
Against Sexual Assault, who will
aid in guiding a following discussion on sex and gender.

Spirituality and Social
Critique – A Modern
Jewish Perspective

At 7 p.m. on Thursday, April
14, Jonathan Garb, a senior lecturer in Jewish thought at the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem,
will lead a discussion on spirituality and social theory at the Schiff
Family Conference Center in the
Cintas Center.

Schola Cantorum Spring Concert

At 8 p.m. on Saturday, April
17, the Xavier University Schola
Cantorum, an 8-voice ensemble
will hold their spring concert. The
concert will be held in Bellarmine
chapel.

Midwest Masala –
The Final Showdown

From 6 p.m. – 10 p.m., on
Saturday, April 17, the fusion
dance competition will begin at
7:30 p.m., with a first come first
served dinner being offered at 6
p.m. Tickets are $10 in advance,
and $12 at the door. The event
is being sponsored by the South
Asian Society.
Catherine Stahl,
Arts and Entertainment Editor
newswire-diversions@xavier.edu
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By Amy Windhorst
Features Editor
The session’s productivity
stalled almost as soon as it began.
“Meeting is adjourned,” Kyle
Isaack announced. “Wait, not adjourned. That’s leaving. Meeting
is gathering!” Several chuckles
greeted the mix-up. Isaack, a senior electronic media major and
president of the Xavier University
Television Association (XUTVA),
fiddled with a dry erase marker.
The white board behind him was
blank. Club members sat huddled
in groups against columns, on
chairs, and leaning against the desk
of Studio Manager Ringo Jones.
The brainstorming session was
largely informal. Ideas for news
segments rose from voices on the
floor, crept around the column
and emerged from the depths of
a pink-orange armchair. As the
white board filled, members were
quick to volunteer their time to
capture and edit footage and interviews. After 30 minutes, the board
was covered with Isaack’s purple
scrawl.
For XUTVA, this is a typical
Monday afternoon. Operating in
a sizeable studio off the side of
Brockman Hall, the club meets
each week to plan the news segments for their live Friday show,
“X 18 News.” Members take responsibility for developing their
own news “packages” throughout
the week, a job that comes with no
pay and a hefty investment of their
time and energy.
The pace is rapid and requires discipline and dedication.
Uncertain newcomers are placed
behind, in front of or off to the
side of the cameras. People come
and go without contract, pay or
even set duties. The environment
is one of constantly shifting roleplay. Barring the occasional “expert-at-something,” students from
any major and every experience
level are free to try any role in production. As such, the air in the studio seems perpetually tinged with
apprehension, confusion and an
underlying stream of excitement.
One particularly excited club

Feature

CUE
TALENT
on set with XUTVA
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Cristin Almeter, left, directs Jason Fair, right, on the production room’s switchboard as XUTVA gears up for its weekly
live news program.

member was junior Hilary Zalla,
who was introduced as the club’s
future president.
“She’ll be taking over for me
this week while I’m gone so we
can all get some practice for next
semester,” said Isaack. “Be excited.
It’s a week without Kyle.” Those in
the room bubbled with laughter,
perhaps remembering the previous
week’s commotion when Isaack’s
microphone had publicized his
bathroom break to the rest of the
crew.
Isaack’s attitude reflected that
of the club: hard-working but
good-humored, occasionally silly
but able to take their jobs seriously. Equipped with their tasks and
spurred by meager threats of “getting your stories in by 5 p.m. on
Thursday,” the XUTVA members
slowly trickled from the high-ceilinged studio.
Just days later, the stories had
been filmed and were ready to air
live on channel 76. At the news
desk, sophomore Emily Dumont
sat next to Zalla, both framed by

a backdrop of Gallagher Student
Center and casting wary glances
toward a flickering teleprompter. Sports broadcaster Charles
Dickson was seated on a stool to
the left, making play-faces into
a camera. Meanwhile, director
senior Cristin Almeter, a toilet
plunger randomly in hand, donned
her headset and eased a foot over
a river of black wires. To her left,
senior Lamar “Reggie” Ford, clubproclaimed electronics guru, was
training newcomer Mike Guarente
on one of the large studio cameras.
Friday had come, and the characters on set were scrambling to get
the live show on the air.
“OK, folks, this is the network!” said club advisor and
communications professor Blis
DeVault. Her prompting had little
effect. Technical troubles continued to stall production, which was
already 15 minutes past its usual
air-time. Though Xavier’s studio is
considered average among college
campuses, it is plagued with equipment malfunctions. Today, it’s the

teleprompter, along with the flatscreen television on the left side
of the set. DeVault guesses that it
would cost nearly $300,000 to get
the studio fully upgraded with the
latest equipment.
Most of the current equipment lies just to the right of the
set and through a door covered in
a large image of Marilyn Monroe:
the production room. Inside the
sound-proof space, several club
members handle the technical aspects of the show. A switchboard
covered in obscurely-labeled buttons sits beneath a flat-screen television, which displays what’s seen
through the lenses of all three
cameras. A large window looks out
onto the modest set and its fence
of six-foot-tall cameras.
Almeter gazed up at the time
on the screen. A parade of bold,
digital numbers was racing towards
20 minutes past air-time. Was she
frustrated?
“No, no, see? I’m smiling,”
she said, not without a hint of
sarcasm.
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Finally, more than 30 minutes past the scheduled air time,
the show went live. Almeter announced “cue talent” via her headset. At the command, one of the
camera directors hand signaled
to the anchors, and Zalla’s crisp,
professional voice flowed into the
production room as she introduced
the week’s top stories. Her clipped
speech countered Dumont’s sugarysweet on-screen presence and
served as an alternative to Isaack’s
calm, self-deprecating delivery.
The crew progressed through
the script. Almeter directed the
cameras expertly, and with a push
of a button, the switchboard operator transplanted a new image
on screen. All was peaceful until
a teleprompter gave out—Zalla
stumbled, ad-libbing into a commercial break during which she
motioned wildly at the production room. Jones solved the problem before the commercials were
finished, and the show went on.
During the following sports news
portion, Dickson maintained the
levity of the situation by offering
an impromptu Valentine’s Day
poem: “Roses are red, violets are
blue, I love sports, and I know you
do too.” The production room
broke into laughter as he gazed,
smiling, into the camera.
Finally, the news show came to
its end. The atmosphere of the production room felt as if a long-held
breath was being exhaled. Zalla
exited from behind her desk, frazzled, and Dickson marched around
the studio grinning. DeVault suddenly realized she had forgotten to
stop the tape: “Stop record. That
was my job,” she said.
While the day had been stressful, the frustration quickly dispersed. As club members rolled
up the camera cords and stacked
equipment, they laughed at their
mistakes and poked lightheartedly
at one another.
“You never know what you’re
going to get,” DeVault said.
“Students put in so much work
for no pay and no credit. They are
here all week, and they are a very
diverse bunch. We say, ‘Check your
ego at the door.’’”

Classifieds
Available for 2010 school
year. 5 houses two blocks from
campus. 2, 3, and 4 full size
bedrooms. Large houses, walk to
campus, other student housing
immediately next door. Laundry,
fully equipped kitchens, plenty of
parking, clean and well equiped.
513-616-3798 or email doug.
spitz@cbws.com for information

fully equipped kitchens, plenty
of parking, clean and well
equiped.
513-616-3798 or email doug.
spitz@cbws.com for information

1760 Cleneay Ave.
Wonderful 2 bedroom apartments available for the 20102011 school year. One of the
closest off campus housing
properties around. Able to walk
3901 Reading Rd : FREE
to class from your apartment
UTILITIES! Newly renovated!
in minutes. Apartments come
Large 3 bedroom 1/2 bath apt.
This apartment is part of a grand with a living room, dining room,
kitchen, 1 full bathroom and 2
mansion only ¼ mile from XU!
spacious bedrooms. Very safe
Great kitchen and large private
location and one of the best
bedrooms, newer appliances,
A/C, carpet, laundry room, cable student housing around Xavier.
Also includes off street parking
ready, plenty of parking. Will not
last! $375/person Contact: Seth and has secured entry. Laun513-383-9435(Available August!) dry facilities on site. Rent is
$400 a month a person. Call
(513) 731-2800 for more infor5 houses two blocks from
mation or to schedule a showcampus. 2, 3, and 4 full size
bedrooms. Large houses, walk to ing. You can also check out our
website: www.flycomgt.com for
campus, other student housing
more information as well.
immediately next door. Laundry,

1604 Potter
A wonderful, newly acquired
house minutes away from campus and very close to the expansion of campus available for the
2010-2011 school year
The house is newly renovated.
The house includes 3 bedrooms
and 1 full bathroom. Has a spacious backyard with deck. House
includes a Flat Screen TV. Also
includes a free washer and dryer
in the basement. Rent is $400 a
month a person. Call (513) 7312800 for more information or
to schedule a showing. You can
also check out our website: www.
flycomgt.com for more information as well.
1617 Potter
A wonderful house minutes away
from campus and very close
to the expansion of campus
available for the 2010-2011
school year. The house is newly
renovated. The house includes 4
bedrooms and 1 full bathroom.

Has a great backyard with a private deck. House includes a Flat
Screen TV. Also includes a free
washer and dryer in the basement. Rent is $400 a month a
person. Call (513) 731-2800 for
more information or to schedule
a showing. You can also check
out our website: www.flycomgt.
com for more information as
well..
TWO bedroom Gorgeous Apartment across from campus. Many
upgrades. Ideal for professor
or two QUIET students (prefer
grads) $850. cinciVEGAN@juno.
com
1612 Potter
Wonderful, completely remodeled 4 bedroom apartments
available for the
2010-2011 school year. One of
the closest off campus housing
properties around, very close
to the expansion for the Xavier
campus. Able to walk to class
from your apartment in minutes.

The complex includes two 4
bedrooms apartments, each with
2 bathrooms. Comes with
a great, spacious backyard and
also a private side lot for personal use. Each apartment includes
a Flat Screen TV. Laundry facilities on site. Call (513) 731-2800
for more details and to schedule
a showing.
You can also check out our website: www.flycomgt.com for more
information as well.
Summer Employment:
Area country club hiring LIFEGUARDS (red cross cert.)
and outdoor DINING SERVERS.
Flexible Hours.
Email cccpoolstaff@gmail.com

For classified orders
and information, please
call
Nathan Sergio at
513-745-3561 or email
him at Newswire-Classifieds@xavier.edu.

